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DESCENDANTS OF THE REV. WILLIAM SMITH, D.D., 

First Provost of the College op Philadelphia. 1 

1. William Smith, D.D., first Provost of the College of 
Philadelphia, was born on the banks of the Don within a 
few miles of Aberdeen, Scotland, September 7, 1727, and on 
October 19, the same year, he was baptized in the old Aber- 
deenshire Kirk. His lately published life and correspondence 
traces his lineage back to one John Smyth, born in the year 
1500, a descendant of Sir Boger Clarendon. It is not, how- 
ever, of the ancestors of Dr. Smith, of which we proposed to 
write, and his own career is so well known that we shall 
only allude to some of the principal and most interesting 
events of his life. He was educated in Scotland, taking his 
first degree at the University of Aberdeen, March, 1747. 
From some memoranda, which have been preserved, he ap- 
pears, when quite a young man, to have been interested in the 
subject of education, and to have written and labored in the 
cause of its advancement. His efforts in Scotland, however, 
met with but ill success, and on the 13th of March, 1751, he 
embarked for New York, accompanying as tutor two young 
gentlemen who were returning to America. The letters he 
brought with him secured for him the acquaintance of persons 
of influence, and he was soon employed in the same con- 
genial pursuit which had engaged his attention in Scotland. 

1 This article is compiled from Life and Correspondence of the Rev. 
William Smith, D.D., by Horace Wemyss Smith. We are indebted to the 
author of the work for the use of the plates of Dr. Smith and Mrs. Blodget, 
impressions of which illustrate the article. 
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In 1753 he published a pamphlet entitled, A General Idea 
of the College of Mirania, written to give his views of the 
requirements of an institution of learning in a new country. 
This publication drew to its author the attention of some 
gentlemen in Philadelphia, then interested in the establish- 
ment of the Academy which gave rise to the University of 
Pennsylvania, and on May 25, 1753, he was invited by the 
Trustees to teach Natural Philosophy, Logic, etc. 

The connection thus begun ended in Dr. Smith's being 
chosen Provost of the College, and, consequently, to his 
devoting the greater part of his life to the advancement of 
education in Pennsylvania. Before he decided upon accepting 
the charge of the Academy, and possibly before the Trustees 
were able to make him an offer that would induce him to 
do so, he returned to England to obtain holy orders in the 
Episcopal Church. He left America on Oct. 13, 1753, and 
arrived in London Dec. 1. His diary informs us that on Dec. 
21st he was ordained deacon by the Bishop of London, and 
on the 23d priest by the Bishop of Carlisle. On May 22, 
1754, he landed in Philadelphia, and on the 24th was 
inducted Provost of the College and Academy, and Professor 
of Natural Philosophy. 

From this time he led an active busy life, not only lavish- 
ing his energies on the institution over which he presided, 
but entering with almost equal warmth into church affairs 
as well as those of politics. He collected money for his Col- 
lege, improved the course of studies pursued in it, secured 
for it a more liberal charter, and busied himself by making 
its commencements of so interesting a character as to attract 
attention to the advantages it presented. In an educational 
field of a more general character his pen was in constant re- 
quisition. He edited the best magazine which up to that 
time had appeared in America; superintended the publica- 
tion of the poems of Evans and Godfrey, and of The History 
of Bouquet's Expedition against the Indians, was Secretary of 
the American Philosophical Society, and it is doubtful if 
any one exerted a more beneficial influence than he in the 
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formation of a taste for literary pursuits in the city of Phila- 
delphia about the middle of the last century. 

His plans for the education of the Germans in Pennsyl- 
vania were futile, because they were founded on false ideas, 
but they were perfectly natural in a person educated in the 
Church of England and warmly attached to the House of 
Hanover. In politics he advocated the cause of the Proprie- 
tary party, and in 1755 wrote in favor of vigorous military 
measures. He preached no less than six military sermons 
during the time of the French and Indian War, and in 1764 
wrote in defence of the charter of the Province which 
Franklin and others wished to have surrendered to the crown. 

In 1758 Dr. Smith visited England to appeal before the 
Privy Council from a judgment which the Pennsylvania 
Assembly had passed upon him on account of his political 
conduct. He was successful in his suit, and while there 
received from his Alma Mater the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, the same distinction being then conferred on him 
by the University of Oxford. In 1762 he again visited 
Great Britain, this time in behalf of the College. In con- 
junction with Sir James Jay £11,873 were collected, under 
a royal brief and by private subscription, for the colleges of 
New York and Philadelphia ; one-half of this sum was for the 
latter, and in addition to it Dr. Smith obtained £984 by his 
individual exertions. While in Dublin, the University of 
that city added his name to the list of those upon whom it 
had conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity ; and during 
an attack of illness, which threatened his life while there, 
the Hon. Thomas and Lady Juliana Penn manifested their 
regard and esteem for him by their personal attentions. 

In 1770, Dr. Smith visited South Carolina to collect money 
for his college. In some unpublished letters from Alice 
Swift to her father John Swift, collector of the Port at Phila- 
delphia, we find the following passages which pleasantly tell 
of his success in that Province. 

Charleston, Oct. 28, 1770. 
My Dearest Papa : You cannot conceive the joy it gave 
me to see two of my own countrymen. Dr. Smith hurt his 
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leg a few days before he arrived, which prevented his wait- 
ing on me; as soon as we heard of it, Mrs. Ferguson, Mrs. 
Elliot, and several other Ladies, went with me to call on 
him, and beg'd he would make use of their Carriages when- 
ever he pleased. I am afaird he wont meet with success in 
the errand he is come on, as 't is not the first they have had 
people on this business here. . . . 

Dec. 15th. 
. . . I dined with Dr. Smith yesterday at Mr. Fergu- 
son's, 't is the first time he has made his appearance out, to- 
morrow he dines with us. 

Feb. 21, 1771. 
My Dear Papa's last letter by Capt. Wright, I am now 
answering by Dr. Smith, who is going to leave us, to the no 
small regret of many of the inhabitants, for he has been 
universally admired. Tis imagined he will carry away 
above One Thousand Guineas. The Carolinians have be- 
haved with great generosity, tho' they condemn it, as they 
intend having a College of their own. He is a great favour- 
ite of Mr. Ferguson's, who intended giving him Thirty 
Pounds, but when he heard him preach and conversed with 
him, he gave £50, Sterg. Some I hear have given him more. 

Upon the breaking out of the EevolutionDr. Smith approved 
of opposition to the oppressive measures which caused it. 
He wrote the letter, sent by the Philadelphia Committee, in 
reply to one received from Boston, giving an account of the 
passage of the Boston Port Bill, and preached a sermon of 
patriotic character before troops raised for the defence of the 
Colonies. While this was the case we do not think that Dr. 
Smith approved of the Declaration of Independence, but he 
did nothing to show that he favored the Royal cause, and his 
conduct appears to have been guarded in the extreme. % 

The war, however, brought down upon his beloved College 
serious troubles. In 1779 some of its Trustees were un- 
doubted Loyalists, others who had been lately chosen were in 
direct opposition to the political party then in power, and 
that party which included in its numbers many of Dr. Smith's 
personal enemies, acting upon frivolous charges, abrogated 
the charter of the College, confiscated its. estates, and gave 
them to a newly created institution, styled the "University of 
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the State of Pennsylvania." In this unfortunate condition of 
affairs Dr. Smith removed to Chestertown, Md. (1780), where 
he took charge of a parish, and of the Kent County School. 
In two years the latter grew into Washington College, of 
which Dr. Smith was President, and during his nine years' 
residence in Maryland he collected a large sum of money for 
its endowment. In 1783 he was chosen Bishop of Mary- 
land, but was never consecrated. In 1789 he returned to 
Pennsylvania, and succeeded in having the charter of the 
College restored to the Trustees, together with the estates 
which had been confiscated. The University of the State of 
Pennsylvania, however, continued in existence, and neither 
institutions attained any degree of prosperity until after they 
were united in 1791, under the title of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Smith took an active part in the organi- 
zation of the Episcopal Church in the United States ; his 
services in the Colonial Church having been of a particularly 
valuable character. He died at Philadelphia, May 14, 1803. 
Dr. Smith m. July 3d, 1758, Rebecca, daughter of William 
Moore, of " Moore Hall," Chester Co., Pa. She was b. Feb. 
21, 1732-3. Her father (b. Philadelphia, May 6, 1699 ; d. 
Moore Hall, May 30, 1782) was son of John Moore, collector 
of the Port of Philadelphia, 1703-1732. Her mother was 
Williamina "Wemyss, who it is said was the daughter of 
David, fourth Earl of Wemyss.* While this is not supported 
by any document that we are aware of, it is almost certain 
that some connection existed between her and this noted 
house; as her husband, who was a Loyalist, and who received 

* The author of the Life and Correspondence of the Rev. William 
Smith, D.D., says (Yol. II. p. 499) that she was the daughter of the 4th 
Earl, and cites Burke as his authority. He also says that she married Wm, 
Moore, in America, she having been driven from Scotland with her brother 
James in 1716, on account of their father having espoused the cause of the 
Pretender. But Burke calls the Earl, above mentioned the 3d Earl, says 
that he had but one surviving son by his 1st marriage, James, his successor, 
and mentions no daughters. By his 2d marriage he had no issue ; and by 
the 3d, two daughters ; Elizabeth, wife of the 16th Earl of Sutherland, and 
Margaret, wife of Earl of Moray. There is no allusion to his having espoused 
the cause of the Pretender. 
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from his "Whig neighbors no very great consideration during 
the Revolution, pays the following tribute to her in his will. 
She was " never frightened by the rude rabble, or dismayed 
by the insolent threats of the ruling powers — happy woman, 
a pattern of her sex, and worthy the relationship she bears 
to the Eight Honorable and noble family from whence she 
sprang." The friendship between Dr. Smith and Eebecca 
Moore, which grew into a warmer attachment, was begun in 
1758, when he and "William Moore were imprisoned by the 
Assembly for an alleged contempt in the publication of a 
paper which reflected on the conduct of that body ; an appeal 
from which judgment took Dr. Smith to England. Eebecca 
(Moore) Smith d. Dec. 6, 1784. Their children were: 

2. William Moore, b. June 1, 1759; d. March 12, 1821. 

3. Thomas Duncan, b. Nov. 18, 1760 ; d. July 9, 1789. He was educated 

at the College of Philadelphia, graduated 1776, studied medicine, 
and settled at Huntingdon, Pa. He was commissioned one of the 
justices of the county, 1787. The following extract is from the will 
of his father : "I will and devise that a decent tombstone may be 
soon erected over the grave of my dear deceased son, Thomas Dun- 
can Smith, expressive of that parental affection which he enjoyed 
and deserved during his life ; and the singular estimation in which 
he was held as a physician and first magistrate, elected by the 
inhabitants of the county of Huntingdon after its erection, con- 
ducting himself with such benevolence, assiduities, abilities, and 
disinterestedness in both characters that his memory continues and 
is likely to continue long precious to the citizens of that county." 

4. Williamina Elizabeth, b. July 4, 1762 ; d. Dec. 19, 1790. 

5. Charles, b. March 4, 1765 ; d. April 18, 1836. 

6. Phineas, b. Jan. 31, 1767 ; d. August 16, 1770. 

7. Eichard, b. Jan. 25, 1769; d. s. p. Oct. 1, 1823. He was admitted to 

the Phila. bar, Feb. 27, 1792, and removed to Huntingdon Co., Pa. 
He m. Letitia Nixon, dau. of John Coakley, of Lancaster, and his 
wife Letitia Nixon. 

8. Rebecca, b. April 11, 1772 ; d. March 9, 1837. 

9. Eliza, b. May 16, 1776; d. Sept. 25, 1778. 

2. William Moore Smith, b. June 1st, 1759, graduated at 
the College of Philadelphia, 1775. Studied law and received 
the agency for the settlement of British claims in America, 
provided for under the 6th article of Jay's Treaty. Mr. 
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Smith was the author of some political pamphlets and essays 
as well as of a volume of poems published in 1786, and re- 
printed in London the same year. He died March 12, 1821. 
He m. June 3, 1786, Ann Rudolph. There children were: 

10. William Rudolph, b. August 31, 1787 ; d. August 22, 1868. He 

was educated under the care of his grandfather. A member of the 
Third Troop Philadelphia Light Horse, he took part in the expe- 
dition to suppress the Whiskey Insurrection ; travelled in Europe 
with his father, and acted as his secretary while one of the com- 
missioners under Jay's Treaty. In this way he met many well- 
known characters, such as Richard Cumberland, Pascal Paoli, 
James Boswell, Benjamin West, and others. He studied law with 
Thos. Kearsley, of the Middle Temple, and after his return to 
America under his father and James Milnor. He was admitted 
to the bar of Philadelphia 1808, and removed to Huntingdon, Pa., 
where he practised his profession. He was Deputy Attorney. 
General of Cambria County, and in the war of 1812 was Colonel 
of the 62d Regiment of Pennsylvania Militia. In 1827 he re- 
moved to Bedford County, and in 1837 was appointed one of the 
commissioners to treat with the Chippewa Indians for the purchase 
of their pineries on the Mississippi River. While on this duty he 
was so struck with the resources of the West, that in 1838 he re- 
moved to Wisconsin Territory, of which he was appointed Adjutant- 
General. He took an active part in the Convention which formed 
the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin, and was one of the 
founders of its State Historical Society. He published (1854) two 
volumes of the History of Wisconsin. He m. 1st, March 16, 1809, 
Eliza Anthony, dau. of Joseph Anthony ; she was b. August 12, 
1789, and d. Jan. 10, 1821. 2d, Oct. 25, 1823, Mary Hamilton 
Vandyke, b. at Maysville, Tenn., April 17, 1805, 4th dau. of Dr t 
Thomas James Vandyke, U. S. Army, and his wife Penelope 
Smith Campbell. 

11. Samuel Wemyss, b. Sept. 1, 1796 ; d. Jan. 6, 1819. 

12. Richard Penn, b. March 13, 1799 ; d. August 12, 1854. He began 

his education at a grammar school, kept by Joseph Neif, at Falls 
of Schuylkill, and afterwards received instructions from John San- 
derson, author of the Lives of the Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, and from the Rev. John Johnson, a Presbyterian 
clergyman of Huntingdon, Pa. He was also, for a while, at John 
T. Carre's Mt. Airy Academy. He studied law in the office of 
William Rawle, and was admitted to practice in 1820. He in- 
herited a taste for letters, and published in the Vkwn & series of 
essays, moral and literary, under the title of " Plagiary." Afeoufc 
the year 1822 he purchased the Aurora from Mr. Duane, and was 
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its editor for five years. This occupation not proving successful it 
"was relinquished, and he returned to his profession. His literary 
tastes, however, led him to be a frequent contributor to the peri- 
odicals of the day, and besides such productions he published 
" The Forsaken," a novel in 2 vols., 1831 ; " The Actress of Padua, 
and other Tales," in 2 vols., 1836. Life of David Crockett, the 
same year. For Edwin Forrest he wrote the tragedy of Caius 
Marius. He also wrote thirteen comedies and farces, two of which, 
" The Disowned" and " The Deformed," were received with favor 
on the London boards. " The Venetian," a tragedy in five acts, 
was one of the later works of Mr. Smith. The late Morton 
McMichael said of Mr. Smith, that, as a writer of short tales, he 
was natural and unaffected in manner ; correct in description ; con- 
cise in expression ; and happy in the selection of incident. He 
possessed a quiet humor, and an occasional sarcasm, which make 
his productions both pleasant and pungent. He m. (1st) May, 
1823, Elinor Matilda Lincoln ne'e Blodget, see No. 27 ; (2d), 1836, 
Isabella Stratton Kinsell, dau. of Christopher and Elizabeth Kin- 
sell. She was b. Nov. 27, 1812, d. May 17, 1880. 

4. "Williamina Elizabeth Smith was b. July 4, 1762. 
When the British occupied Philadelphia she resided with 
her aunt, Mrs. Phineas Bond, who remained in that city. 
She was then sixteen years of age, a bright, sprightly girl, 
and soon attracted the notice of young British officers, and 
especially of the accomplished Andre, who induced Mrs. 
Bond to let her figure as one of the ladies of the Mischianza. 
On May 15, 1783, she m. Charles Goldsborough, Esq., of 
Horn's Point, Dorchester Co,, Md. He was the son of Robert 
Goldsborough, barrister-at-law. He was b. Nov. 21, 1761, d. 
June 12, 1801. She died Dec. 19, 1790. Their children were : 

13. Robert, b. Feb. 18, 1784; d. June 22, 1817; m. 1810, Mary, dau. of 

the Hon. Chas. Nixon, of Dover, Del. 

14. William Smith, b. Sept. 26, 1786 ; d. 1813. 

15. Sarah Yeabury, b. August 8, 1787 ; d. 1862 ; m. 1803, Charles 

Goldsborough; b. 1765, d. 1834. He was State Senator, Gov. of 
Md. and M. O. 

16. Williamina, b. Dec. 1, 1790 ; d. 1792. 

5. Chakles Smith, b. March 4, 1765. His early educa- 
tion was under the care of his father at Philadelphia. He 
graduated at Washington College, Maryland, May 14, 1783. 



Descendants of the Rev. William Smithy D.D. 381 

He studied law with his elder brother, William Moore Smith, 
at Easton, Pa., and was admitted to the bar in Philadelphia, 
June, 1786. He practised his profession at Sunbury, North- 
umberland County, and was elected a delegate to the Con- 
vention which formed the Constitution of the State, 1790. 
He was appointed, 27th day of March, 1819, President Judge 
of the District, composed of the counties of Cumberland, 
Franklin, and Adams. He was subsequently President Judge 
of the courts of Lancaster City and County. He removed 
from Lancaster to Baltimore, and from that city to Phila- 
delphia. He published an edition of the Laws of the State, 
and a treatise on the Land Laws of Pennsylvania. Judge 
Smith d. at Philadelphia, April 18, 1836, and is buried in the 
yard of the church of the Epiphany. 

He m. March 3, 1791, Mary, dau. of the Hon. Jasper Yeates, 
Associate Judge of the Supreme Court of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. She was b. March 13, 1770, and d. Aug. 27, 1836. 
Their children were: 

17. Jasper, b. March 15, 1792 • d. Nov. 19, 1823. 

18. William Wemyss, b. March 20, 1795 ; d. March 27, 1825. 

19. Williamina Elizabeth, b. Oct. 3, 1797 ; d. Jan. 9, 1848 ; m. Feb. 6, 

1822, Thomas B. McElwee, b. Oct! 31, 1792 ; d. Aug. 23, 1843. 

20. Sarah Yeates, b. March 24, 1802 ; d. March 4, 1847 ; m. Jan. 29, 

1823, Leonard Kimball ; b. Dec. 11, 1785 ; d. Jan. 28, 1847. Son 
of Edmund and Rebecca Kimball, of Essex County, Mass. 

21. Charles Edward, b. March 6, 1804 ; d. Jan. 2, 1829 ; m. Owen, 

of Baltimore. 

22. Mary Margaret, b. Oct. 16, 1806; d. Jan. 11, 1870; m. July 27, 

1831, Geo. Brinton, of Philadelphia, son of John Hill and Sarah 
Brinton, b. March 7, 1804; d. June 30, 1858. 

23. Theodore Horatio, b. Jan. 20, 1809 ; d. March 27, 1837. 

24. Catherine Yeates, b. Dec. 31, 1810; d. July 3, 1817. 

8. Rebecca Smith, the youngest child of the Rev. Dr. Smith 
that arrived at maturity, was b. March 9, 1772. The biogra- 
pher of her father writes : " This daughter, of whom a lovely 
portrait by Gilbert Stuart attests the justice of the social 
judgment, was one of the most admired beauties that ever 
adorned the drawing-rooms of Philadelphia, and as much 
distinguished by sprightliness and wit as by her personal 
comeliness." The same writer gives the following anecdote 
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which is illustrative of the liveliness of her disposition. 
After her father had delivered his oration on Franklin, 
before the American Philosophical Society, he returned 
home, and "his daughter Rebecca was there to greet him. 
'Well, my daughter/ said the Doctor, 'I saw you seated 
among the magnates at the church. Tou heard me, I suppose?' 
4 Oh, yes,' said the girl, 'I was there and heard every word.' 
'And how did you like the eulogy, let me ask?' said the 
Doctor. '0 papa/ said the daughter, looking archly into 
her father's face, 'it was beautiful, very beautiful indeed; 
only — papa — only — only — ' ' Only what V replied the Doctor. 
'Only — papa— now you won't be offended, will you? I don't 
think you believed more than one-tenth part of what you 
said of old Ben Lightning-rod ; did you?' " 

The portrait, by Stuart, which is [in an unfinished condi- 
tion, is certainly in the artist's best style* It was on exhibition 
at the Academy of the Fine Arts during the Centennial year, 
and attracted considerable attention. The Emperor of Brazil 
greatly admired it and turned again and again to gaze upon 
its charming characteristics. The lately published life of 
Gilbert Stuart says: "As a work of art and a picture of 
female loveliness" it "has been highly extolled." It is now 
the property of the Academy of the Fine Arts, that institu- 
tion have obtained it from the late Henry C. Carey. 

Eebecca Smith, m. May 10, 1792, Samuel Blodget, Jr., b. 
at "Woburn, Mass., 1755. He was the son of Samuel Blodget, 
Sr., and served in the army of the Revolution from 1775 
until 1778. He settled in Boston, visiting Europe in 1784 
and 1790. He subsequently took an active interest in the 
laying out and building the city of Washington, and for a 
time resided there. He afterwards removed to Phila., where 
he d. April, 1814. She d. March 9, 1837. Their children were: 

25. Thomas Smith, b. August 25, 1793 ; d. 1836 ; m. Anna Marshall. 

26. Julia Allen Smith, b. Nov. 13, 1795; d. July 26, 1877; m. John 

Britton, Jr., of Phila. He d. Jan. 20, 1838. 

27. Elinor Matilda, b. 1797; d. Sept. 16, 1833; m. 1st, 1810, Abel 

Lincoln, of Mass. ; he d. at N. O., June 5, 1822. 2d., Kichard Penn 
Smith, see 12. 

28. John Adams, b. Dec. 28, 1799 ; d. March 5, 1870 ; m. 1825, Nancy 

Fletcher, of Bedford, Pa. 



